TOWN BOARD MEETING

February 15, 2011


A Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Cortlandt was conducted on February 15, 2011 in the Vincent F. Nyberg Meeting Room of the Cortlandt Town Hall located at One Heady Street, Cortlandt Manor, NY (10567) with the following elected official and appointed staff in attendance: 

LINDA D. PUGLISI


Supervisor 

FRANCIS X. FARRELL

Councilmember       
ANN LINDAU


Councilmember



RICHARD BECKER

Councilmember 


JOHN E. SLOAN


Councilmember 
Also present:



JO-ANN DYCKMAN 

Town Clerk 



THOMAS WOOD, ESQ.

Town Attorney 




GLENN CESTARO 


Comptroller 



EDWARD VERGANO 

DOTS, Director 

CLAUDIA VAHEY 
Human Res. Coor. 

JUDY HERMESCH 
Deputy Town Clerk 



ROSEMARY B. LASHER

DOTS/Asst. to Director


JEFF COLEMAN


DES, Director

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 

Supervisor Puglisi called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

* * * * * * * * * *

PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 

 Supervisor Puglisi led all in attendance in a Pledge to the Flag.
* * * * * * * * * *

SUPERVISOR’S PROCLAMATIONS AND REPORTS

Supervisor Puglisi announced that Sharon Palmietto is the recipient of the Employee of the Quarter award.  The Supervisor read a brief biography of Sharon’s past employment in the Town with the Highway Division and presently with the Engineering Division, her family and her community service. Supervisor Puglisi listed the various duties of her position and her work with the “Green Team”. Councilmember Farrell then presented her with the award reading the proclamation.  Ed Vergano, director of DOTS followed with thanking Sharon for her work and commenting that this honor was long overdue. Sharon then thanked the committee and especially the Supervisor and Town Board for the continued support for the employees.
Councilmember Sloan moved that the Town Board go into Executive Session at 7:39 p.m. seconded by Councilmember Becker.  All voted AYE
Town Board Meeting resumed at 8:15 p.m.

* * * * * * * * * *

Supervisor Puglisi met with emergency service providers and officials from Croton-on-Hudson and Buchanan and project director for the joint 9/11 remembrance memorial project to go to Hanger 17 at the JFK Airport to pick up a piece of steel girder that fell from the north tower of the World Trade Center on 9/11.  There was a procession of emergency vehicles and police to bring it back to Town Hall in Cortlandt where a ceremony followed. Volunteers are working on the design and the fundraising for the memorial.  This memorial will honor those lost on that day, those who helped during the aftermath, and the men and woman in the armed services.
SUPERVISOR’S REPORTS, (cont.)

The Peekskill area Lincoln Society is celebrating President Abraham Lincoln’s 150th anniversary of his stop at the Peekskill Depot.

The Town will be going out to bid on the long awaited road improvement project at the intersections of Lafayette Avenue, Route 202, Conklin Avenue, and the exit of the Hudson Valley Hospital Center paid for by the New York State DOT.

There is a brand new “Renew Cortlandt” website.  The Supervisor thanked Dani Glaser, the “green” consultant, the Town’s Green Team and Blue Springs for their help.
Supervisor Puglisi stated that there is still time to submit names and resume for the new volunteer “Cortlandt Hudson River Steward” position.
The Supervisor thanked Jeff Coleman and his staff for their work and the residents for their patience through this difficult and expensive winter.

ROLL CALL

On a roll call attendance taken by Town Clerk Dyckman all Town Board members indicated their presence.

* * * * * * * * * *

TOWN BOARD REPORTS

Councilmember Sloan: nothing to report 

Councilmember Becker: Announced that the TV show to support businesses is called “Taking Care of Business” beginning early March on Channel 78.  They will showcase each month two local businesses and Councilmember Becker 
asked the residents for suggestions of businesses they would like to see showcased. 
Councilmember Lindau: Attended the Hudson Valley Chamber of Commerce dinner dance honoring the volunteers.  On March 19th the Chamber will be having the Business to Business Expo and Cortlandt will have their table there.
Councilmember Farrell:  Stated that the Town recently experienced an audit from New York State Dept. of Environmental Conservation on the storm water management plan.  This plan is available online and discusses ways to control storm water runoff. Councilmember Farrell discussed the criteria for the audit for storm water control and he was happy to announce that the Town of Cortlandt passed this audit with “flying colors” and he thanked Ed Vergano and his department and especially Rosemary Boyle-Lasher and Lee Beecham for their work to prepare this.
There’s a resolution to authorize the Director of DOTS to apply for a transfer of $300,000 to provide different things to improve the quality of water in the watershed. One program is to avail residents within the watershed of money to pump out or repair septic systems with a 50/50 matching grant up to $2000.  Also, the application of salt from trucks will be regulated by a machine to save salt on the roads.
Councilmember Farrell commented how moving it was to see all the emergency services departments to escort the steel back to the Town.  Many of these same people went the day of the tragedy to help in any way they could.  

John Filengeri was thanked for his service to the Town with ALS.  
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES

Councilmember Sloan moved that the minutes of the Regular Meeting of 

January 25, 2010 be approved as presented by Town Clerk Dyckman.  Councilmember Becker seconded the motion.

All voted AYE

* * * * * ** * * * * *
PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 (A complete transcript of this Public Hearing is on file in the Office of the Town Clerk.)
The Town Clerk read the Notice of Hearing and presented its Affidavit of Publication from the official Town newspaper.

Public Hearing to consider Agreement with the Montrose Fire Department and the Village of Croton with respect to fire protection within the Town for 2011.
Supervisor Puglisi called the hearing to order at 8:28 p.m.

Town Attorney Tom Wood explained that this is a Fire Protection District and the Fire Departments provide service in those areas.

There was no further discussion

A motion to Close the Public Hearing at 8:29 p.m., adopt a Negative Declaration and adopt the following Resolutions was made by Councilmember Becker and seconded by Councilmember Lindau.

All Voted AYE
RESOLUTION NO. 56-11 RE: Adopt a negative declaration in the matter of an agreement with the Montrose Fire Department and the Village of Croton with respect to fire protection within the Town for 2011.

RESOLUTION NO. 57-11 RE: Authorize a contract with Montrose for fire protection services within the Town for 2011.
RESOLUTION NO. 58-11 RE: Authorize a contract with the Village of Croton for fire protection services within the Town for 2011.
* * * * * ** * * * * *

HEARING OF CITIZENS, (AGENDA ITEMS ONLY)
NONE

* * * * * ** * * * * *

BID REPORTS 

NONE

* * * * * ** * * * * *

REPORTS

Councilmember Lindau moved that the following reports be received and ordered filed, seconded by Councilmember Farrell.

The Annual Youth Recreation Report for 2010
REPORTS, (cont.)
For the month of December 2010 from the Water Division of DES.

For the month of January, 2011 from the Purchasing Department, the Office for the Aging, and the Town Clerk.

* * * * * ** * * * * *

OLD BUSINESS 
Receive and File the Following:

1.
The Quarterly report from Westchester County with respect to the Sprout 
Brook Ashpit.
* * * * * ** * * * * *

NEW BUSINESS

Receive and File the Following:

1. 
Notification of Justin Costable as Director and Ken Barton as Assistant 
Director of the Cortlandt Regional Paramedic Program.

2.
Letter from Ragnar Relay Series requesting the use of the Town Hall 
parking lot and Sprout Brook Park during a relay race held on May 13th 
and 14th; and refer to DES/Recreation, the Town Clerk and the Legal 
Department.

All voted AYE
Discussion: The Supervisor commented that John Filengeri, long time director of ALS and paramedics program has helped to save many lives in the community and going off to do other humanitarian work elsewhere and wished him well.

Supervisor Puglisi introduced Justin Costable; Ken Barton was not in attendance and the Supervisor thanked them both for taking on this endeavor.

* * * * * ** * * * * *

RESOLUTIONS

(All resolutions adopted at this meeting are to be found attached to the end of the original document.) 

Councilmember Lindau moved that the following resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Farrell:

RESOLUTION NO.59-11 RE: Authorize a 30 day leave of absence for a DOTS/Code Enforcement employee.
RESOLUTION NO.60-11 RE:Appoint DES Seasonal/Floaters List.
RESOLUTION NO.61-11 RE: Appoint members of Alarm Appeals Board for the year 2011
RESOLUTION NO.62-11 RE: Appoint members of Architectural Review Council.
RESOLUTION NO.63-11 RE: Appoint members of Cable TV Advisory Board for the year 2011.
RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)

RESOLUTION NO.64-11 RE: Appoint members of Electrical Board for the year 2011.

RESOLUTION NO.65-11 RE: Appoint members of Plumbing Board for the year 2011.

RESOLUTION NO.66-11 RE: Appoint members of Fire Advisory Board for the year 2011.
RESOLUTION NO.67-11 RE: Appoint members of Historic Hudson River Towns Representative for the year 2011.
RESOLUTION NO.68-11 RE: Appoint members of Hudson Highlands Gateway Task Force Representative for the year 2011.
RESOLUTION NO.69-11 RE: Appoint members of Open Space Committee for the year 2011.
RESOLUTION NO.70-11 RE: Appoint members of PRC Advisory Board for the year 2011.
RESOLUTION NO.71-11 RE: Appoint members of Traffic Safety Advisory Committee for the year 2011.
RESOLUTION NO.72-11 RE: Designate Town Board Liaisons for various Boards and Committees for the year 2011.
RESOLUTION NO.73-11 RE: Adopt criteria and establish the position of a Town of Cortlandt Hudson River Steward.
RESOLUTION NO.74-11 RE: Resolution prohibiting any hydraulic fracturing within the Town of Cortlandt. 
Discussion:  The Supervisor noted that all these committee members and chairpersons are volunteers.  She thanked Councilmember Sloan for his idea of a Hudson River Steward (the name River keeper is trademarked) and many have applied for this position.

Supervisor Puglisi thanked Councilmember Farrell for his work with his efforts on the hydraulic fracturing resolution and it is now prohibited from allowing it in the Town of Cortlandt.
All voted AYE
Councilmember Farrell moved that the Town Board be polled for the following resolution seconded by Councilmember Sloan

RESOLUTION NO.75-11 RE: Amend Resolution No. 43-11 with respect to the taping of a video show to promote local businesses in Cortlandt to be named “Taking Care of Business”
Councilmember Sloan:

Yes
Councilmember Becker:

Yes
Supervisor Puglisi:

Yes
Councilmember Lindau:

Abstain
Councilmember Farrell:

Yes
RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi thanked Councilmember Becker for this project.

Councilmember Lindau abstained explaining she was hoping that this would go through the Chamber of Commerce.

The motion passed
Councilmember Farrell moved that the following resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Sloan:

RESOLUTION NO.76-11 RE: Authorize the Supervisor and Legal Department to negotiate with Westchester County with respect to additional patrols for speeding enforcement.
RESOLUTION NO.77-11 RE: Authorize an adjustment with respect to a water bill and Hemlock Hill Farm/DeMaria.
RESOLUTION NO.78-11 RE: Authorize the submission of alternate proposals for the use of East of Hudson Grant Funds.
All voted AYE

Councilmember Farrell moved that the following resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Becker:

RESOLUTION NO.79-11 RE: Authorize the Supervisor to execute an agreement to purchase Furnace Dock Lake subject to executing a fund agreement for the repair of the dam from Con Edison to meet requirements of New York State DEC.
The Board was polled:

Councilmember Sloan:

Yes  

Councilmember Becker:

Yes
Supervisor Puglisi:

Yes
Councilmember Lindau:

Yes
Councilmember Farrell:

Yes
Discussion:  Councilmember Sloan commented that the public really was not able to have a discussion regarding this purchase and it is about the interests of the neighborhood versus the general interests of the rest of the Town and taxpayer dollars.  He commented that time constraints by Con Edison has changed the way the Town typically proceeds with major purchases and will reluctantly vote yes as this deal is known to be, should it alter his vote is subject to change.
The Supervisor stated that there were compromises made and that this has been a long project to save the 100 year old lake which abuts 30 acres that the 
Town is receiving from a development which will give 70 acres of park land for the community.
Councilmember Becker concurred with Councilmember Sloan and was very dismayed by dealing with Con Edison on this project but the Town will acquire more open space with funding from the open space fund and will protect what the Town has.

Councilmember Lindau commented that the Town is paying $300,000 because of Con Ed’s reluctance to compromise and give more time for discussion and noted her disappointment with Con Edison.  She concurred with Councilmember Sloan and she is also reluctantly voting yes yet she does think that some of this is taxpayer money.  

RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)

Councilmember Farrell remarked that the beauty of Cortlandt is the open space and that it affects everyone who enjoys this lake.  The Town would be irresponsible to acquiesce and let Con Edison destroy this habitat.

Supervisor Puglisi stated that Con Edison would be paying for the repair of the dam.  Councilmember Sloan stated that this will be public land with public access for the entire Town.
The motion passed.

ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA

NONE

* * * * * * * * * *
BUDGET TRANSFERS

Councilmember Becker moved to adopt the following resolution, seconded by Councilmember Lindau

RESOLUTION NO.80-11 RE: AUTHORIZE BUDGET TRANSFERS

Discussion:  Glen Cestaro stated that the transfer is in the Highway Department for $120,000 to purchase additional salt and overtime.
All voted AYE
* * * * * * * * * *

REPORTS FROM VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS 

None

* * * * * * * * * *

REPORTS FROM STANDING & SPECIAL COMMITTEES

None

* * * * * * * * * *
SECOND HEARING OF CITIZENS

ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m. on motion made by Councilmember Lindau, seconded by Councilmember Farrell.  
 All voted AYE







Respectfully submitted,







JO-ANN DYCKMAN,








Town Clerk
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